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Dear Journalist:  

Early each week, Porsche Cars North America will provide a weekend summary or pre-

race event notes package, covering the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, 

Blancpain GT World Challenge America, the FIA World Endurance Championship 

(WEC) or other areas of interest from the world of Porsche Motorsport. Please utilize 

this resource as needed, and do not hesitate to contact us for additional information.  

- Porsche Cars North America Motorsports Public Relations Team	

	

Porsche Motorsport Weekly Event Notes: Monday, February 11, 2019	
	

This Week.  
• Porsche History. Porsche Holds Unprecedented Spot with IMSA and Sebring.	

• Alegra Brings Two. Porsche Stalwart To Run Pair of 911 GT3 R in GT World 

Challenge America.	

• GMG Returns. Longtime Porsche Customer Returns to 911 GT3 R for GT World 

Challenge America. 	

	

Porsche Profile.	
Event Story Lines. 
Porsche Holds Unprecedented Spot with IMSA and Sebring.	
In 50 years of International Motor Sports Association (IMSA) history, Porsche stands 

as the only manufacturer to enter every sports car race under the Florida-based 

sanctioning body’s banner. Longevity alone could account for the marque’s place at the 

top of all the major record columns for auto manufacturers. However, “just being there” 

isn’t what Porsche is about. The German sports car builder has earned its spot at the 

top by virtue of its hard-earned successes. In the course of the joint history of the two 
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legendary companies, Porsche has accounted for 567 IMSA victories (chassis and/or 

engine) since 1969. While those wins have come at legendary facilities across North 

America, perhaps nowhere is more closely linked with Porsche than Sebring 

International Raceway. 	
	

At least one Porsche has contested every Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring since 

making its debut at the famous track in 1953 – one year after the first “12-Hours”. With 

the start of the 2019 race, Porsche will have taken the green flag on the former World 

War Two airfield 65-consecutive times, excluding 1974 when the race was not held due 

to a fuel crisis. In that time, Porsche has earned 89 unequaled victories – 56 more than 

its nearest rival. That includes records for overall wins (18), class wins (71) and GT 

class wins (29 since 1979) as well as GT class pole positions (15). In addition, Porsche 

has led more laps overall (4,198 – almost 20,000-miles) than any other manufacturer. 

Between 1976 and 1988, Porsche shutout every challenger to take the overall title for a 

13-year streak, in itself another record. The industry’s most iconic car, the Porsche 

911, alone holds a record 32 overall and/or class victories at Sebring. The Porsche 935 

has six wins, the 962 prototype has four. The Porsche 718 RS 60, 907, 917, 934 and 

RS Spyder each have one overall title. Overall victories came in 1960, ’68, ’71, 73, ’76 

– ’88 and again in 2008. 	

	

	

Alegra Brings Two. Porsche Stalwart To Run Pair of 911 GT3 R in GT World 
Challenge America.	
Alegra Motorsports announced a two-car program that will field the newest generation 

Porsche 911 GT3 R in the 2019 Blancpain GT World Challenge America (formerly 

known as Pirelli World Challenge) season. One of the 500 hp machines will contest the 
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Pro class with former Porsche factory drivers Wolf Henzler (Germany) and Marco 

Holzer (Germany). The second car, a Pro-Am effort, will see team principal and two-

time Rolex 24 At Daytona GT class winner Carlos de Quesada (Tampa, Florida) share 

the 911 GT3 R with fellow Rolex 24 winner and Porsche Young Driver Academy 

graduate Daniel Morad (Canada). 	

	

Tony Ditto, Team Manager, Alegra Motorsports.	

“It's going to be exciting to be a part of the new format. The team did well in the 2018 

SprintX GT Championship last year, so we're looking to carry that momentum forward. 

The Porsche experience that Henzler and Holzer bring to the track is great. They know 

the machines and understand how to extract maximum performance from them, so 

that’s something we’ll definitely be tapping into this year.”	
	

	

GMG Returns. Longtime Porsche Customer Returns to 911 GT3 R for GT World 
Challenge America. 	
Continuing a two-decade relationship with the Blancpain GT World Challenge (formerly 

known as Pirelli World Challenge), Global Motorsports Group (GMG) will return to the 

series with a Porsche 911 GT3 R in 2019. Team principal/driver James Sofronas (Villa 

Park, California) will team with Brent Holden (Newport Beach, California) in the GT3 

entry. 	

	

Sharing the new-for-2019 Porsche 911 GT3 R, Holden and Sofronas will debut in the 

restructured two-driver sprint race championship at the Circuit of the America (COTA) 

on March 1 – 3 in Austin, Texas. The California-based program, which raced with a 

Porsche 911 GT3 R to the 2017 PWC GTA class Drivers Championship with Sofronas 
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in 2017, is scheduled to also race at Sonoma Raceway, Road America and Las Vegas, 

Nevada in 2019.  	
	

James Sofronas, Team Principal, GMG Racing. 	
“It’s an exciting new era for the series and we’re thrilled to be a part of it. 2019 

promises a whole new look and structure for the series. We’re as committed as ever to 

the effort. We have three very different programs in store, all with the same dedication 

to performance and quality experience that we’re known for. I’m really look forward to 

re-teaming with Brent Holden and returning to GT3 competition with the all-new 

Porsche 911 GT3 R.”	
	

Brent Holden, Driver, GMG Racing Porsche 911 GT3 R.	

“I was attracted to the new Porsche 911 GT3 R due to its versatility over a multi-year 

period as well as a chance to renew my relationship with GMG. From our first test we 

could tell that the car was a vast improvement from the prior edition, it’s more 

approachable for an AM driver to test the limits and more accessible for crews to dial in 

setup. It is also great to renew the excellent on-track support from Porsche Motorsport 

North America, who are super customer-focused and responsive. They are in our 

backyard and we feel like family.” 	
	

	

	

Social Media.	
Porsche Cars North America. @Porsche 

Porsche GT Team (North America). @PorscheNARacing 
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Porsche Motorsport – GT Cars. @PorscheRaces 

Porsche Racing. @Porsche_Team 

Porsche Motorsport North America @porschecustomerracingna (Instagram) 

  

Model Hashtags.   

Porsche 911 RSR. #911RSR 

Porsche 911 GT3 R. #911GT3R 

Porsche 911 GT3 Cup. #911Cup 

  

Event.  

  

 

Series Hashtags and Handles. 

GT3 Cup Challenge USA. #GT3USA 

GT3 Cup Challenge Canada. #GT3CAN 

Pirelli Trophy West USA. @PirelliTrophy (Twitter) 

@PirelliTrophyWestUSA (Instagram) 

Intercontinental GT Challenge. @IntercontGTC 

 
	

	

Porsche Motorsport Video News Releases	
https://vimeo.com/159661478 
Photography:	

https://press.porsche.com/prod/presse_pag/PressResources.nsf/WebResources?Open

View&level1id=4&hl=pcna-images-motorsport&level1tab=4&formtab=2	
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Porsche Cars North America Media Site.	

https://press.porsche.com/prod/presse_pag/PressBasicData.nsf/press/PCNAenWelcom

e0?OpenDocument 

Porsche Cars North America Motorsports Site: 
https://press.porsche.com/prod/presse_pag/PressResources.nsf/jumppage/de-

motorsport?OpenDocument&hl=de-motorsport	

 

Porsche Motorsports Media Information.	
Current news, images and notes relating to Porsche can be found in our press kit.	

Please contact Dave Engelman or Tom Moore for the latest Porsche Motorsports media	

kit. 	
	

Contacts.	
Dave Engelman 	
Porsche Cars North America	

Spokesperson, Motorsports and Brand Heritage	

Office. 770-290-3617	

Mobile. 404-386-4665	

dave.engelman@porsche.us	
	

Tom Moore	
Motorsports Public Relations 	

Mobile.  615-509-5000	

tom@darkhorseautosport.com	

	

### 


